REVIEWS. 


Manual of Operative Surgery. By John Fairbairn Binnie, 
A.M., C.M. (Aberdeen), Professor of Surgery, Kansas State 
University; Kansas City Fellow of the American Surgical Asso¬ 
ciation; Membre de la Societe Internationale de Chirurgie. 
Second edition, revised and enlarged, with 567 illustrations. 
Philadelphia: P. Blakiston’s Son & Co., 1905. 

The mere fact that this is the second edition of this work within 
nine months is sufficient indication of its worth. Although the book 
is small in size, there is in reality more reading matter in it than in 
some of the larger works. In order to make a small volume the 
author has eliminated many of the well-known surgical procedures 
which are found in every text-book, such as ligations and amputa¬ 
tions. The most noticeable changes in this edition are the enlarged 
chapter on Cerebral Localization with the introduction of new illus¬ 
trations, and short articles on the “Duodenum and on Tuberculous 
Peritonitis.” Among the first chapters in the book are those dealing 
with plastic surgery, which are to be highly commended for their 
excellence. The questions especially of hare-lip and cleft palate 
are well presented. In the section on abdominal surgery we dis¬ 
cover that the author is an upholder of the Ochsner plan of treat¬ 
ment in appendicitis unless the case can be operated upon early, 
and excepting in children and old people. In the treatment of 
general peritonitis the irrigation method is the one which is recom¬ 
mended. So many surgeons are now employing simple drainage in 
these cases after the plan so strongly recommended by Murphy 
that we regret that the author has not given some space to this 
subject. 

One of the points which we most admire in this work is its abso¬ 
lute up-to-date character, and another the fact that there is elimi¬ 
nated from its pages a discussion of many operations which are 
now out of date and yet which continue to appear in many of our 
recent text-books. We believe that the author might also have 
eliminated Macewen’s operation for hernia. 

It will be observed that our criticisms are rather the result of 
individual opinion, andjthat in general no criticism can be offered. 
The work on the whole is one of the best written, most concise, and 
comprehensive which we have recently had the pleasure of reading. 
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It will certainly fill its place as an absolutely safe and reliable guide, 
and we believe that in future editions the author and publisher 
might, with propriety, increase the size of the book. J. H. G. 


Dermatological Remedies (Pharmacopoea Dermatologica). 

A. Stubers Verlag, Wuerzburg, 1905. 

S. Jessner, of Koenigsberg, gives in this brochure of about 100 
pages valuable observations concerning the drugs and formulae in 
use to-day by those practising dermatology. The newer drugs are 
referred to, many being described that are but little if at all known 
in the United States. The subject-matter is handled in a distinctly 
practical and useful manner, so that one cannot fail to receive help¬ 
ful suggestions. The author is well and favorably known to all der¬ 
matologists. H. L. D. 


A Practical Treatise on Sexual Disorders of the Male and 
Female. By Robert W. Taylor, A.M., M.D., formerly Clini¬ 
cal Professor of Genitourinary Diseases at the College of Phy¬ 
sicians and Surgeons, Columbia University, New York; Consult¬ 
ing Genitourinary Surgeon to Bellevue and to the City (Charity) 
Hospitals, New York. Third edition, thoroughly revised, with 
130 illustrations and 16 plates in colors and monochrome. Phila¬ 
delphia and New York: Lea Brothers & Co., 1905. 

This book deals with disorders regarding which there is much 
ignorance among medical men and much superstition among the 
laity and out of which the quack reaps an ill-gotten fortune. This 
being the case, there is every reason to welcome a work dealing 
with the sexual disorders of both sexes which is prepared by an 
author of ability and honesty and presented in a thoroughly scien¬ 
tific manner. 

The present is the third edition of this work, and shows considera¬ 
ble improvement and enlargement over its predecessors; especially 
is the enlargement observed in the portion dealing with the sexual 
disorders of women. The first portion of the book is devoted to 
anatomy and physiology, particular attention being paid to these 
subjects, as they relate to the disorders which are discussed in sub¬ 
sequent chapters. 

The illustrations are excellent and well chosen. Any physician 
undertaking the treatment of sexual disorders and every general 
practitioner would derive benefit from having a book of this char¬ 
acter on his shelves. J. H. G. 



